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Editor’s note 
 

Preliminary words, explanations and excuses for the present 

publication seem to me unavoidable to find some 

understanding. And we are just publishing this monography for 

its unique character of a first comprehensive collection of 

material and data being dispersed widely even over 

continents. The history about all is that I myself was granted 

by Volkswagen foundation and DAAD (German Academic 

Exchange Service), also by Goethe Institut to lecture in 

Kathmandu and Chandigarh. It was late Dr. Gudrun Corvinus 

who requested help for study of fossil reptiles she had 

collected from the Siwaliks of Nepal and also for a technical 

workshop for the preservation of those fossils. Big confusion 

arouse with all the amount of fossil reptiles described from 

India and often locality or stratification was lacking in those 

publications from the 19th century. As my main subject was to 

study and describe the herpetofauna of Nepal also interesting 

was to compare the prehistoric till young fossil situation and 

development of preceding forms. In the beginning of the 

nineties I drafted some notes on fossils seen at the Wadia 

Institute of Himalayan geology and left this draft unpublished. 

Surprisingly, in 2015 two colleagues, Dr. Avinash Nanda and 

Dr. Bahadur Kotlia brought this drafted ms to publication, 

simply adding my name. But I did not see this presented 

manuscript before its publication and of course, clear enough 

as it only was drafted – it contained some errors. After its 

publication we had some issue about it and I can confess that 

I am still alive and being active. My addresses and fields of 

interests changed slightly, but having looked up at Google it 

would have been easy to find out about my latest activities and 

life. Ok, things happen but it was still worth confirmation. After 

my time as director at Fuhlrott Museum & Research Institute,  
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the museum became demolished till no clues of its former 

existence remained. Material were destroyed, fossils lost or 

even stolen and also the original photographs were lost. The 

original version of this manuscript dates back to 15 years, and 

both Dr. Srivastava and myself changed ways of life and 

activities. But we felt all the information and previous works 

those investigations contained offered great wealth to science 

and would be a loss if not published. It took us more than a 

year to update the manuscripts as much as possible – each 

one of us lacking special institutional background (lab, 

libraries, access to material, etc.) and we dare now to present 

it to the public in the hope that it serves its aim – to deliver 

information on what is available and what it might and could 

be. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Hermann Schleich 
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Fig. 1c

Fig. 2 b,c
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Fig. 3d
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