After cobras these species take the second
place of the snakebite incident rate. Untreated
krait bites are often fatal, with death occurring
after 3-63 hours.
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Ophiophagus hannah, King cobra, Hamadryad

Protected speciesl!

Nepali names: Rajgoman above
How it looks: The largest venomous snake of the world; max.
length: 558 cm, commonly 3-3.5 cm. The back is brownish with or
without yellowish, crossbars. In old specimens, the bars may be
relatively indistinct on the body or they disappear totally.
Juveniles are black (occasionally dark olive brown) with white or
yellow bands on head and body.

Where it lives: Lives in woods, often close to water. Normally
terrestrial, but also observed climbing high in trees.

How it lives: Feeds mainly on snakes, from Python (Python
molurus) to tiny blindsnakes (e.g. Ramphotyphlops braminus),
including also venomous species like kraits (Bungarus) and cobras
(Naja); occasionally lizards. Lived 14 years and 7 months in a zoo.
Couples stay together for lifetime. Unprovoked attacks may be
caused by brooding females which seem to be very sensitive. Bites
are fatal without treatment. Death occurs after 3 min to 10 hrs
from paralysing and respiratory failure. There are even reports
on elephants killed by a bite. 20-51 eggs are deposited in a nest
(diameter about 1 m) which the female builds of leaves, sticks and
soil in 3 days. Nest Material is collected in a body loop and shaped
into a heap, with an egg chamber of 30 cm diameter. The female
stays coiled on her eggs. Often the male can be observed in the
vicinity.

Distribution in Nepal: Several reports from Centre to E, mostly
from the Terai, but also Midlands (150-1,530 m). It prefers dense
woods, thus it has become rare with proceeding deforestation.
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Naja kaouthia, Monocellate cobra

right
Nepali names: Ek thople goman, Seto goman
How it looks: Max. length 230 cm, mostly 110-140 c¢cm; Variable in
colour and markings. Dorsal brown, uniform or banded. Usually the
hood pattern has a monocellate shape, it may be absent.
Where it lives: Inhabits a great range of different habitats
often in the vicinity of water, even in settlements.
How it lives: Feeds mainly on small vertebrates. Bites on man
causes wound necrosis. Supposed to spit venom at several metres,
to hit the eyes. They hurt terribly and are temporarily blinded.
Distribution in Nepal: W to E, Terai to mountains (90-2,800 m).

Naja naja, Indian cobra, Binocellate cobra
below left

Nepali names: Dui thople goman, Kalo goman

How it looks: Max. length: 220 cm, mostly 120-150 cm. Variable in
colour and markings: back yellowish-brownish, reddish or black,
with or without bright speckled pattern and, occasionally, with
ragged bands; spectacled hood mark present or absent.

Where it lives: Lives in a broad spectrum of habitats also
entering villages and towns.

How it lives: It is active day and night. Food: like the preceding
species, even cannibalistic. Poultry eggs are swallowed and
digested in 2 days. Hunted for the skin industry, souvenir trade,
snake-venom farms, food, or for traditional medicines and snake-
charming. Fatality rate on bites is high (about 30%), and death
occurs within 12 minutes to 5 days. Favourite nesting places are
termite mounds, egg laying.

Distribution in Nepal: Terai to Midlands from W to E: - 1,300 m.
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Ovophis monticola, Mountain pitviper

below
Nepali names: Pahadi gurve sap, Sibrukma (Rai yamphu)
How it looks: Max. length - 110.0 cm; brown with a row of dark
spots on the back. Flanks with smaller spots, head dark.
Where it lives: In oak and pine forests but also in yards, hiding
under rocks, stones and floor debris, also in houses.
How it lives: Crepuscular and nocturnal, very seldom in daylight.
Feeds on small rodents and other vertebrates. Normally not
aggressive. No fatal causes recorded in bite incidents with
humans,; mostly local reactions.
4-18 eggs are deposited in a heap of leaves and guarded by the
female. When molested she defends herself with fierce bites.
Distribution in Nepal: Centre to the E at 1,320-2,250 m.

Trimeresurus septentrionalis, White-lipped pitviper

above
Nepali names: Setojibre hareu sap
How it looks: Max. length - 104 cm; The dorsum is mostly green,
the iris is yellow to pale red, yellowish-brown or orange. The end
of the tail is mostly reddish-brown dorsally, or dark bluish grey.
Where it lives: In lowland forests, along the boundary between
primary forests and open bamboo-thickets to cultivated areas.
How it lives: Active from evening till night when it searches food.
Fleeing distance is very short. Bites may occur if one comes too
close. They are fatal to man in a few cases with local reactions to
internal bleedings and reduced blood coagulation.
Distribution in Nepal: Well documented from central Nepal, Terai
to mountains, 300-3,050 m.
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Daboia russelii, Russell's viper

above
Nepali names: Ghodkaret
How it looks: Max. length -168 cm; brown, with rows of dark
bordered spots. Head with dark margins and a V-shaped mark.
Where it lives: In open, dry grassy places, bushy and rocky areas,
scrub jungles, margins of marshes, cultivated land, gardens near
houses and stables. From lowland to mountains.
How it lives: Crepuscular and nocturnal. Threatened it coils up
with the head in the centre, and hisses very loudly. Strikes with
impressive speed, with juveniles being more aggressive. The
mortality rate of untreated bites is very high, and victims must
be urgently hospitalised.
Distribution in Nepal: Terai, evidently rare. Information on the
distribution of this very dangerous snake is important.

Agkistrodon himalayanus, Himalayan pitviper

below
Nepali names: Himali gurve sap
How it looks: Max. length - 86.4 cm; Dorsal colour is brown and
contains only indistinct markings or none at all. A dark band runs
from the eye to the angle of the mouth.
Where it lives: Prefers dry coniferous forests where it can be
found on open areas with bushes and rocks, or even in alpine
grassland with bush vegetation, in walls of terraced fields.
How it lives: Feeds on mice and skink and, sometimes centipedes.
Rarely fatal bites but local pain and swelling, with symptoms
subsiding within two or three days. Gives birth living young.
Distribution in Nepal: W - E ; Midlands and high mountains.
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Species living in Nepal but due to limited space not being shown or described here:

Boids

Python molurus, Indian python, N:Thulo pate ajjingar
Colubrids
Amphiesma parallelum, Boulenger's keelback, N: Dharke sap
Distribution in Nepal: Few records from the Midlands (1,000-1,500 m). All records of this species in Nepal need to be verified.
Amphiesma platyceps, Himalayan Mountain keelback, N: Himali dharke sap
Distribution in Nepal: Midlands and mountains (1,500-3,600 m) from W to E. At least in some regions common.
Atretium schistosum, Olivaceous keelback, N: Khaire dhade sap
Distribution in Nepal: Terai and Midlands, 150-1,620 m; rare with few records from W to E.
Boiga cyanea, Green catsnake, N: Hariyo birale sap
Distribution in Nepal: Only a few records from the central Midlands, up to 1,800 m.
Boiga forsteni, Forstein's catsnake, N: Forsteinko birale sap
Distribution in Nepal: Hitherto only known from the Western and Eastern Terai, up to 300 m.
Boiga nuchalis, Collared catsnake, Neckspot catsnake, N: Birale sap
Distribution in Nepal: A single record from the central Midlands: Chitlang (Makwanpur District), 1,500 m. Confirmation of occurrence
is highly desirable.
Boiga ochracea, Tawny catsnake, N: Khairopahele biralesap
Distribution in Nepal: A series of records from the central and eastern Midlands, up to 1,400 m.
Coelognathus helena, Common trinket snake, N: Gahane sap, Male sap
Distribution in Nepal: Terai and Midlands of Central Nepal, 150-1,500 m. No records from the West and East.
Dendrelaphis pictus, Painted bronzeback, N. Kashe sirise sap
Distribution in Nepal: possible in the East, occurrence still unproved.
Elachistodon westermanni, Indian egg-eating snake, N: Bharati andakhane sap
Distribution in Nepal: The snake seems extremely rare in its whole range along the southern foot of the Himalaya. A single Nepalese
record from Narayanghat (Chitwan), 180 m. Anymore records or information is extremely desireable.
Orthriophis hodgsoni, Hodgson's racer, N: Hodgsonko sabe sap
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ARCO-Nepal reg. soc.

c/o ARCO - Instituto y Nucleo Zooldgico . .
Y J The Conservation Society

E-04200 Tabernas / Almeria — Spain ARCO-Nepal reg. soc.
www.arco-nepal.de Germany
email: arco-nepal@t-online.de

/ARCO

Amphibian and Reptile Conservation

The conservation society ARCO-Nepal (Amphibian and Reptile Conservation of Nepal), founded 1997, is concerned with the promotion of knowledge on herpetol-
ogy and conservation. Its main field of activity is to enhance the awareness on biology, systematics and conservation of amphibians and reptiles in Nepal. Name
and symbol of the conservation society use the English abbreviation to employ the official language of Nepal and to emphasise the necessity of international
orientation and collaboration. ARCO also means ,the bow”,in our case the rainbow which as a symbol for nature, ambient and ecology should span and shelter our
efforts.

The predominant task of our society is the support ofthe turtle conservation project (Systematics, Biologyand Conservation of the Turtles of Nepal) which was
approved by the Nepalese government in January 1997. Besides the urgently needed initiation and realisation of this conservation project there is great
need to record the hitherto largely unexplored amphibian and reptile fauna of Nepal.

The ARCO-Nepal society is intended to arouse interest in the actual problems and the planned measures.Talks, events and publications will inform members,
but also interested non-members and guests, on projectdevelopment, progress of official and practical conservation measures as well as the latest scientific results
concerning the herpetology of Nepal. Seminars andguest lectures are intended to arouse interest in thisfield of herpetology. Public education campaigns, in-
formation and training for schools, colleges, institutes and national parks as well as the establishment of conservation projects (e.g. at national parks, community
districts a.0.) is a further task of ARCO-Nepal.

Research work (projects, dissertations for diplomasand doctorates) have already started successfully but should still be intensified and widened in the fields
mentioned above.

ARCO-Nepal welcomes all interested persons and, of course, new members. With a single annual membership fee great contributions to the projectscopes
can be realized. Donations are naturally welcome, too. Also practical help is needed as well in Nepal itself as for a lot of logistical work in other countries.
Information on membership and collaboration can be obtained from the Internet. Any further kind of suggestion is also welcome.

The turtle conservation project needs a lot of idealism, engagement and recruitment of new members.It is a long-term enterprise with a great aim.

First results, including the first description of someup to now unknown amphibian and reptile species, as well as further research jobs to this topic complex, are
published in the special editions ,Contributions to the Herpetology of South Asia (Nepal, India)" (ISBN 3-87429-404-8) and ,Biologie und Systematik der
Amphibien Nepals" (ISBN 3-934921-05-1). Furthermore a children paintingbook about the turtles of Nepal with accompanyingtexts in English/German as well as
English/Nepali,posters, videos and much more can be acquired or are to find on our website: www.arco-nepal.de. A book about the ,Amphibians and Reptiles
of Nepal” by H.H. Schleich & W. Kaestle (eds.), ISBN 3-904144-79-0) offers a comprehensive view of the current knowledge state of the herpetology of Nepal and
considering the newest investigation results of the last years, has been published, too.
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Xenochrophis piscator

Dendrelaphis tristis Boiga multifasciata
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